PEACE AND RECONCILIATION
his appointment William uttered the gracious but discrimi-
nating words, "My lord, teach him but to know [?be] what
you are, and my nephew cannot want for accomplishments."1
At the same time Marlborough was restored to his rank in the
Army and to the Privy Council. The King announced his
decision in remarkable terms in the Gazette of June 16, 1698 :
His Majesty has been pleased to appoint the Right Honourable
the Earl of Marlborough to be Governor of His Highness the
Duke of Gloucester, as a mark of the good opinion His Majesty
has of his lordship's zeal for his service and his qualifications for
the employment of so great a trust. . . .
The miniature Court of the Duke of Gloucester was formed
with expedition in the summer of 1698.2 His parents and
the Marlboroughs had their own ideas about its composition.
The King shied at their clear-cut plans. " The Princess
Anne," he exclaimed petulantly, on the eve of sailing to The
Hague, " should not be Queen before her time." Marl-
borough made no difficulties. He sought only to know the
royal pleasure ; and Keppel, who was inseparable from his
master, promised to guide it into proper channels. In the
end the list was accepted very much as it had been planned.
William had chosen Bishop Burnet to be the young Prince's
spiritual guide, and in addition to educate him in history,
politics, and the lesser arts. A Tory governor must be
balanced by a Whig preceptor. William may also have been
glad to get Burnet, " the blabbing Bishop," of whom he was
tired, out of his way. However, Marlborough and Burnet
became close friends. The Bishop yielded himself to the
charm and courtesy of his chief. He fell so much under his
attraction that he even rewrote the passages in his history
dealing with Churchill's desertion of James. Improvidently
he forgot to destroy the original version, which has been
unearthed to his posthumous mockery. Lord Churchill,
Marlborough's only surviving son, aged twelve, was ap-
pointed Master of the Horse and no doubt * playmate in
1 The sole authority for this remark is The Lives of the Two Illustrious Generals.
8 See the " Establishment of the Duke of Gloucester's Family," August [?] 1697
[? 8], in C.S.P. (Domestic), 1696-97, p. 343 ; also two letters of Marlborough to Burnet
in the Bodleian (Add. MSS., A. 291),
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